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Dedbvatod to....

His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Our sankirtana movement was first introduced in
New York in 1966. At that time I came and began to
chant this Hare Krsna mantra in Tompkins Square.
I was chanting there for three hours with a small
mrdanga (drum), and these American boys assembled
and gradually joined, and so it is increasing.... We are
attracting many students simply by chanting, and they
are understanding the entire philosophy and becoming
purified. This Society’s movement started only four
years ago, in 1966, and we have so many branches
already. The American boys and girls are taking it very
seriously, and they are happy. Ask any one of them.
Ceto-darpana-marjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. They are
cleansing the dirty things from the heart, simply by
chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

~Srila Prabhupada (Science of Self Realization)
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ince time immemorial, in every continent and in every

major organized and pagan religion, followers have used
a string of beads to chant repetitive, uplifting sonic phrases to
help create a sense of calm and purpose in life. Most common
among these phrases are the ones that refer to names of God and
chanting of these names is probably the single most important
religious practice that cuts across all religion, culture and
civilization lines.

Names of God, known as Holy Names, is a form of addressing
God present in liturgy or prayer of various world religions.
This has been established as most common spiritual practice in
Western and Eastern spiritual practices. A number of traditions
have lists of many names of God which enumerate His various
qualities. The Qur'an contains the Ninety-nine Names of Allah.
Judaism refers to 72 Divine Names and Mahabharata text
contains a thousand names of Vishnu.

There are scriptural references for that in all religions because
every genuine religious tradition in the world teaches that God’s
names are holy and meant to be glorified.

When teaching his disciples how to pray, Jesus Christ glorified
God’s holy name: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be



Thy name. (Matthew 6:9) Jesus also approved of his disciples’
singing joyfully in praise of God. (Luke 19:36-40) Of his own
name, Jesus said: For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, I am there with them. (Matthew 18:20)

The Bible contains numerous references to glorifying God
and His holy name. (Exodus 15:3; Deuteronomy 32:2-3; I
Chronicles 16:8-36; Psalms 29:2, 47:1, 86:11, 91:14, 96:1-3,
97:12,98:4-6, 113:3, 116:1-17, 146:1, 148:1-5, 13)

The Lord and His name are praised throughout the Psalms.
I will praise the name of God with a song, says King David.
(Psalm 69:30) In other places we read: All nations whom Thou
hast made shall come and worship before Thee, O Lord: and
shall glorify Thy name. (Psalm 86:9)

In Judaism, the name of God is more than a distinguishing
title; it represents the Jewish conception of the divine nature,
and of the relationship of God to the Jewish people and to the
world. To demonstrate the sacredness of the names of God,
and as a means of showing respect and reverence for them,
the scribes of sacred texts treat them with absolute sanctity
when writing and speaking them. The various titles for God
in Judaism represent God as He is known, as well as the divine
aspects which are attributed to Him. YHWH is the proper name
of God in the Tanakh.

Islam: Praise the Name of the Lord, the Most High who
hath created and completely formed His creatures and who

determineth them to various ends and driveth them to attain
the same.(Al Quran)

Sikhism: Sing and Praise His endless attributes. Singing and
listening to His Name and keeping Love for Him in mind will
make sorrows disappear and happiness will appear, wherever
you be. (Guru Nanak)



God according to Guru Nanak has endless number of virtues;
takes on innumerable forms; and can be called by an infinite
number of names. Thus Your Names are so many, and Your
Forms are endless. No one can tell how many Glorious Virtues
You have. (Guru Granth Sahib p. 358)

Vedic Tradition: In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only
means of deliverance is chanting the holy name of the Lord.
There is no other way. There is no other way. There is no other
way. (Brhan-naradiya Purana)

Buddhism: If there are good men or good women who hear
of Amitabha Buddha, and recite his name single mindedly and
without confusion, for one day or two days or three days or
four days or five days or six days or seven days, then when
these people are about to die, Amitabha Buddha and all the
sages who are with him will appear before them. When these
people die, their minds will not fall into delusion, and they
will attain rebirth in Amitabha Buddha’s Land of Ultimate Bliss.
(The Amitabha Sutra)

Since the earliest of times, people have used pebbles or
a string of nots or beads on a cord to keep track of prayers
offered to God.

Known commonly as Mantra Beads, this is an ancient tool
that we can use to bring harmony in the opposing energies
within body, mind, intellect and innermost spiritual nature.

Dr Sahadeva dasa

Ist August 2014
Secunderabad, India



jz//ﬂaéw//ﬁ/z

’Ihis book is based on a 16th century classic, Prema-vivarta
by Srila Jagadananda Pandita. The original work is in
Bengali which is mostly spoken in the Eastern part of India.
The author was an associate of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who
was a notable proponent of the Vaishnava school of Bhakti
yoga (loving devotion to God), based on the philosophy of the
Bhagavata Purana and Bhagavad Gita.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was a social reformer from 16th
century India, revered by his followers as the Supreme Being.
He founded the Achintya Bheda Abheda school of Vedanta.
Specifically, he worshipped Krishna, popularised the chanting
of the Hare Krishna mantra and composed the Siksastakam
(eight devotional prayers) in Sanskrit. His followers, Gaudiya
Vaishnavas, revere him as an avatar of Krishna in the mood of
His consort Radha.

Srila Jagadananda Pandita was a close and confidential
associate of Lord Chaitanya. A resident of Navadvipa, he was
Lord Chaitanya’s boyhood friend and classmate. They enjoyed
a unique relationship throughout life. He was continually
picking fights with the Lord. These quarrels began from their



early boyhood days and continued in Jagannatha Puri. By then
Lord Chaitanya had already entered the sannyasa order of life.
Their seemingly acrimonious demeanour stemmed from a deep
concern for each other and not from self-aggrandizement.
Their dealings were enacted on the transcendental plane of
pure consciousness.

The book Prema-vivarta delineates the Lord’s exemplary
Vaisnava dealings and His preaching activities in a simple,
lucid Bengali. In fact there are few literatures that can boast
of an easy, direct and unequivocal presentation of complex
esoteric concepts.

This present work utilizes a widely available translation of
this Bengali classic and great care has been taken to carefully
edit and correct it.

The editor hopes this book will do its bit in filling the spiritual
void in today’s fast-paced lives.
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Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

nama mahima

eka dina krsna dasa kasi misrera ghare |
apana gauhari kichu kahila prabhure [|1||
ajina haya suni krsna namera mahima |
ye mahimara brahma siva nahi jane sima ||2||
One day Krsnadasa, in Kasi Misra’s house enquired from Lord
Chaitanya, ‘Kindly describe the wondrous glories of krsna’s
name. These glories are unlimited and even great demigods like
Lord Brahma and Lord Siva have not been able to understand
their superexcellence completely’

prabhu bale krsna namera mahima apara |
krsna nije nahi jane ki janiba jiva chara |13||
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sastre yaha suniyachi kahiba tomare |
visvasa kariya suna yabe bhava pare ||4||

Lord Caitanya replied, The superexcellence of the holy name
is like an ever-expanding ocean. Even Lord Krsna Himself
does not know the limits of It, what to speak of ordinary
living entities. I will simply repeat what I have heard from the
scriptures. Any one who hears this with faith, will crossover
this ocean of birth and death.

sarva papa prasamaka sarva vyadhi nasa |
sarva duhkha vinasana kali badha hrasa ||5]|
naraki uddhara ara prarabdha khandana |
sarva aparadha ksaya name sarva ksana |[6]]
sarva sat karmera pirti namera vilasa |
sarva vedadhika nama siiryera prakasa ||7||
sarva tirthera adhika nama sarva sastra kaya |

sakala sat karmadhikya namete udaya ||8||

The holy name delivers a living entity from all kinds of sinful
reactions and it is a cure for all the maladies, material and
spiritual. Chanting is a way out from all pains and miseries
of this world and it saves one from the dangerous faults of
Kaliyuga.
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Krsna’s name releases sinners from hellish sufferings and
wipes out karma from the previous births. With every recitation,
it liberates one from all offenses committed knowingly or
unknowingly.

Holy name is the quintessence of all auspicious activities. It
is the topmost mantra to be found in the Vedic literatures and
it shines like the brillian Sun, destroying the darkness within
and without.

Krsna’s name is more than the sum total of all holy places
and it is the summum bonum of all pious deeds.

sarvartha pradata nama sarva sakti maya |

jagat ananda kari namera dharma haya 9|

nama lana jagad-vandya haya sarva jana |
agatira gati nama patita pavana ||10||

The holy name is omnipotent and grants the devotee all
benedictions. It is like a desire tree that fulfills all desires.
When the Sun of Krsna’s name rises, the world is filled with
transcendental bliss. A person who chants the holy name
becomes worshipable by the whole world.
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sarvatra sarvada sevya sarva mukti data |
vaikuntha prapaka nama hari priti data ||11||
nama svayari purusartha bhakty-anga-pradhana |
Sruti-smrti-Sastre ache bahuta pramana ||12||

Holy name is all worshipable and should be served in all
places and at all times. It is the giver of liberations of all
description, including elevation to the supreme spiritual abode.
Transcendental love of Godhead is the ultimate benediction
granted by the holy name.

Among all different processes of bhakti, the holy name stands
supreme. It is the ultimate destination for all spiritual aspirants
and all scriptures glorify its sublime position.

nama sarva papa vinasaka
sarva pdapa nasa kara namera eka dharma |
prathame taha-i sa-pramana suna marma ||13l|
papi ajamila dekha vivasa haiya |
harinama uccarila narayana baliya |[14||
koti koti janme papa kariyache yata |
se sakala haite mukta haila samprata ||15]|

14



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

The Holy Name destroys all sins:

One of the inherent characteristics of the holy name is that
It destroys all sins. Hear how Ajamila, a great sinner was
delivered. On his deathbed, he unconsciously called out,
‘Narayana’. Immediately he was freed from innumerable sins
he had committed in millions of lifetimes.

ayari hi kRrta-nirveso janma-koty-armhasam api |
yad vyajahara vivaso nama svasty-ayanam hareh ||16||
[BhP 6.2.7, HBV 11.331]

Ajamila has already atoned for all his sinful actions. Indeed,
he has atoned not only for sins performed in one life but for
those performed in millions of lives, for in a helpless condition
he chanted the holy name of Narayana. Even though he did
not chant purely, he chanted without offense, and therefore
he is now pure and eligible for liberation. (Srimad Bhagavatam)

stri raja go brahmana ghati madya rata |
guru patni gami mitra drohi caurya vrata ||17]]

15



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

e sabera papa ara anya papa caya |
harinama uccarane saba pariskrta haya ||18||
papa suniskrta haile krsne haya mati |
ei rilpe name jivera haya ta sad-gati ||19||

Even the grievous sins like murdering a woman, a king, a
cow or a brahmana; taking intoxicants, cohabiting with guru’s
wife, betraying a friend, stealing etc. are easily counteracted
by chanting the holy name. When one is freed from sinful
reactions, he develops his attachment to Krsna. In this way
the holy name liberates a living entity.

stenah sura-po mitra-dhrug brahma-ha guru-talpa-gah |
stri-raja-pitr-go-hanta ye ca patakino ‘pare |120|
sarvesam apy aghavatam idam eva suniskrtam |
nama-vyaharanam visnor yatas tad-visaya matih |121]|
[BhP 6.2.9-10, HBV 11.332-3]

The chanting of the holy names of Lord Visnu is the best
process of atonement for a thief of gold or other valuables, for
a drunkard, for one who betrays a friend or relative, for one
who kills a brahmana, or for one who indulges in sex with the
wife of his guru, or another superior. It is also the best method
of atonement for one who murders women, the king or his
father, for one who slaughters cows, and for all other sinful
men. Simply by chanting the holy name of Lord Visnu, such
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sinful persons may attract the attention of the Supreme Lord,
who therefore considers, ‘Because this man has chanted My
holy name, My duty is to give him protection.’

vratadi namera nikata tuccha

candrayana-vrata adi sastrokta prakare |
papa haite papike nahi se riipa nistare |22
krsna nama eka bara uccarita yabe |
sarva papa haite papi mukta haya tabe |23

Penances and vows are insignificant compared to chanting:

Observing penances and vows like candrayana-vrata, strictly
according to scriptural injunctions cannot completely eradicate
the sins of a sinner. Yet, by chanting Krsna’s name even once,
one becomes totally free from all sins.

na niskrtair uditair brahma-vadibhis
tatha visuddhyaty aghavan vratadibhih |
yatha harer nama-padair udahrtais
tad uttamasloka-gunopalambhakam ||124||
[BhP 6.12.11, HBV 11.334]
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By following the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies or undergoing
atonement, sinful men do not become as purified as by
chanting once the holy name of Lord Hari. Although ritualistic
atonement may free one from sinful reactions, it does not
awaken devotional service, unlike the chanting of the Lord’s
names, which reminds one of the Lord’s fame, qualities,
attributes, pastimes and paraphernalia.

sanketa va parihasa stobha hela kari |
namabhase kabhu yadi bale krsna hari [125]|
asesa pataka tara dure yaya tabe |
sri-vaikunthe nita haya yamadutera parabhave (26|

Even if a person chants the holy name unconsciously or
indirectly, in a joking mood or derision, or even in neglectful
disregard, all his innumerable sins are destroys and he becomes
fit to enter the spiritual realm of Vaikuntha which lies beyond
the jurisdiction of Yamaraja, the god of death.

sanketyam parihasyam va stobham helanam eva va |
vaikuntha-nama-grahanam asesagha-hararm viduh |1271|
[BhP 6.2.14, HBV 11.335]
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One who chants the holy name of the Lord is immediately
freed from the reactions of unlimited sins, even if he chants
indirectly [to indicate something else], jokingly, for musical
entertainment, or even neglectfully. This is accepted by all the
learned scholars of the scriptures.

padi khasi bhagna dasta dagdha va ahata |
haiya vivase bale ami hainu hata ||128||
krsna hari narayana nama mukhe dake |
yatanda kakhana asraya na kare tahake |129]|
patitah skhalito bhagnah sandastas tapta ahatah |
harir ity avasenaha puman narhati yatanah ||30|
[BhP 6.2.15, HBV 11.336]

If one chants the holy name of Hari and then dies because
of an accidental misfortune, such as falling from the top of a
house, slipping and suffering broken bones while traveling on
the road, being bitten by a serpent, being afflicted with pain
and high fever, or being injured by a weapon, he is immediately
absolved from having to enter hellish life, even though he is
sinful.
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jhAdne va ajnane nama
ajiiane va jiiane krsna nama sankirtane |
sarva papa bhasma haya yatha kastha agny-arpane |I31]|
ajiianad athava jiianad uttamasloka-nama yat |
sankirtitam agham purso dahed edho yathanalah ||32]|
[BhP 6.2.18, HBV 11.337]

As a fire burns dry grass to ashes, so the holy name of the
Lord, whether chanted knowingly or unknowingly, burns to
ashes without fail, all the reactions of one’s sinful activities.

prarabdha aprarabdha samasta papa nasa
vartamana pdpa dara purva janmarjita |
bhavisyate habe yaha se sakala hata [133l|
anaydase habe krsna nama sankirtane |
nama vina bandhu nahi jivera jivane ||34||
vartamanam tu yat papam yad bhutam yad bhavisyati |

20



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

tat sarvam nirdahaty asu govindanala-kirtanat [|35||
[LaghuBha, HBV 11.339]

Holy name is the only real friend of the living entity. By
chanting the holy name, one easily uproots all sinful reactions
that have accumulated not only in this lifetime but in many
past lives as well and which are yet to mature into fruition.

drohakarira mukti
mahitale sajjanera prati papacare |
nama kirtanete mukti labhe sarva nare [136l|
sada droha-paro yas tu sajjananarin mahi-tale |
jayate pavano dhanyo harer namanukirtanat ||37||
[LaghuBha, HBV 11.340]

Those who needlessly offend the innocent and pious citizens,
can atone this great sin by chanting the holy name of Krsna.
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koti prayascitta nama tulya nahe

sastre koti koti prayascitta ache kahe |
kintu krsna kirtanera tulya keha nahe 1138l
vasanti yani kotis tu pavanani mabhitale |
na tani tat-tulam yanti krsna-namanukirtane |139||
[KurmaP, HBV 11.341]

Scriptures recommend countless types of atonements for
countless varieties of sins, but all these are inconsequential
compared to the chanting of the holy name.

nama-grahana karira papa thake na

harinama yata papa nirharana kare |
tata papa papi kabhu karite na pare ||40||
namno’sya yavati saktih papa-nirharane hareh |
tavat kartur na saknoti patakam pataki janah ||41]
[kurma-purane HBV 11.342||

Simply by chanting one holy name of Hari, a sinful man can
counteract the reactions to more sins than he is able to commit.
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mano-vak-kaya-ja papa tata nahi haya |
kalite govinda name nahi haya ksaya |142||
tan nasti karmajam loke vag-jam manasam eva va |
yan na ksapayate papam kalau govinda-kirtanam ||43l]
[skanda, HBV 11.344]

In this age of Kali, all varities of sins, committed by body,
mind or words, can be counteracted simply by chanting the
name of Govinda.

name sarva-roga nasa haya

name sarva vyadhi dhvamsa sarva Sastre gaya |
ogo sthanesvari bhakta bali he tomaya ||144||
satya satya bali laha visvasa kariya |
acyutananda govinda ei nama uccariya |145l|
kandiya kandiya daka sri madhusudana |
acyutananda-govinda-namoccarana-bhisitah |
23
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nasyanti sakala rogah satyam satyam vadamy aham ||46]|
[brhan-naradiya HBV 11.353|

Scriptures proclaim that the holy name is the only cure
for all material diseases and sufferings. O residents of Puri,
I emphatically declare unto you to have full faith and chant
the names of Krsna, feelingly from the heart with tears of love
flowing from your eyes.

name maha pataki pankti pavana haya
maha pataki-o aharnisa hari gane |
suddha hana ganya haya supankti pavane ||47||
maha-pataka-yukto’pi kirtayenn anisam harim |
suddhantahkarano bhiitva jayate pankti-pavanah ||48]|
[brahmanda, HBV 11.348]

When even the most deleterious person engages in
continuous chanting of harinama, the deepest core of his heart
is cleansed, and soon he ranks amongst the best of the twice-
born brahmanas, able to purify others.
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bhaya o danda nivarana

maha vyadhi bhaya o va raja danda bhaya |
narayana sankirtane niratanka haya |149||
maha-vyadhi-samacchanno raja-vadhopapiditah |
narayaneti sankirtya niratanko bhaven narah |50
[vahni-purane HBV 11.356]

All dreadful sufferings and sicknesses are easily quelled by
chanting of Lord Narayana’s name.

sarva-roga sarva-klesa upadrava sane |
aristadi-vinasa haya hari uccarane ||51|
sarva-rogopasamanari sarvopadrava-nasanam |
santidam sarvaristanam harer namanukirtanam ||52||
[[brhad-visnu-purane HBV 11.357||

Constant chanting of harinama is extremely beneficial and
auspicious because it destroys all diseases, distresses and
impediments.
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yatha ati vayu bale megha diire yaya |
suryodaye tamo nasa avasya-i paya |153||
tatha sankirtita nama jivera vyasana |
dura kare sva-prabhave e vyasa-vacana ||54l|
sankirtyamano bhagavan anantah
Srutanubhavo vyasanam hi pumsam |

pravisya cittam vidhunoty asesar

yatha tamo’rko’bhram ivati-vatah ||55|

[BhP 12.12.48, HBV 11.359]

When people properly chant the name of the Supreme Lord
or simply hear about His power, the Lord personally enters
their hearts and cleanses away every trace of misfortune, just
as the sun removes the darkness or as a powerful wind drives
away the clouds.

This is explained by Srila Vyasadeva in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.
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arta va visanna Sithila-mana bhita |
ghora-vyadhi-klese ara na dekhe hita 56|
narayana hari bali kare sankirtana |
niscaya vimukta-duhkha sukhi sei jana ||57||
arta visannabh sithilas ca bhita
ghoresu ca vyadhisu vartamandbh |
sankirtya narayana-sabdam ekam
vimukta-duhkhah sukhino bhavanti ||58]|

People who are deeply tormented by poverty, hopelessness,
despondency, weakness of mind, fear and serious diseases
rarely see a ray of hope but if they simply chant the name of
Hari, they will be released from their intolerable misery and
experience unlimited happiness.

[visnu-dharmottare HBV 11.360]

asima $aktiman visnu tanhara kirtane |
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yaksa raksa vetaladi bhuta preta gane |59l
vinayaka dakinyadi himsraka samasta |

palayana kare saba duhkha haya asta |60l
sarvanartha-nasi harinama sankirtana |

ksudha trsna skhalitadi vipada-nasana ||61||

The holy name of Visnu possesses unlimited power and
inconceivable potencies. When the holy name is uttered, all
evil spirits, ghosts, witches, demons and monsters flee in fear.
Chanting removes all inauspiciousness, tribulations, hunger,
thirst, confusions and so on.

ihate samsaya yatha niscaya tathaya |
namera vikrama kabhu na haya udaya |62l
visvase namera krpa avisvase naya |
e eka rahasya bhakta janaha niscaya |63l

In spite of knowing all these facts about the name’s potency,
if one still doubts Its efficacy, he will not achieve any success
in chanting. One receives the mercy of the holy name only by
increasing one’s faith and not by faithless doubting.
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kirtanad deva-devasya visnor amita-tejasah |
yaksa-raksasa-vetala-bhiita-preta-vinayakah |1641|
dakinyo vidravanti sma ye tathanye ca simhakah |
sarvanartha-haram tasya nama-sankirtanam smrtam |65
nama-sankirtanam krtva ksut-trt-praskhalitadisu |
viyogam sighram apnoti sarvanarthair na samsayah |66
[visnu-dharmottare HBV 11.361-3]

These verses have been explained in the previous five verses.

kali kala kusarpera tiksna damstra heri |
bhaya na kario bhakta suna sraddha kari |67
krsna nama davanala prajjvalita hana |
se sarpera damstra dagdha karibe pheliya ||68||
kali-kala-ku-sarpasya tiksna-darstrasya ma bhayam |
govinda-nama-davena dagdho yasyati bhasmatam ||69||
[skanda, HBV 11.365]

Dear devotees! I see that Kali-yuga is like a black, poisonous
serpent with a gaping mouth and sharp fangs. But please be
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unperturbed. The forest fire of krsna’s name immediately burns
to ashes this poisonous snake and its ferocious fangs.

ei ghora kali-yuge hari namasraye |
krta krtya bhakta gana tyakta anyasraye |70
hare kesava govinda vasudeva jaganmaya |
ei nama sankirtane bada sukhodaya 71|
sada yei gaya nama visvasa kariya |
kali badha nahi tara sada suddha hiya |172||
hari-nama-para ye ca ghore kali-yuge narah |
ta eva krta-krtyas ca na kalir badhate hi tan 73|
hare kesava govinda vasudeva jagan-maya |
itirayanti te nityam na hi tan badhate kalih [|74||
[brhannaradiya, HBV 11.366-7]

In this dark age of Kali, learned and sincere devotees of the
Lord should leave aside all other means of self realization and
take full shelter of the holy name. This is their prime duty. There
is great transcendental bliss in the names of Krsna. For one
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who chants constantly with unflinching faith, his heart always
remains pure and contamination of kaliyuga never touches him.

naraki kirtana kare hari krsna bali |
hari bhakta hania yaya divya dhame cali ||75]|
yatha yatha harer nama kirtayanti sma narakabh |
tatha tatha harau bhaktim udvahanto divam yayuh 1|76
[narasimhe HBV 11.369]

An abominable sinner, a candidate for hellish life can easily
become a devotee of the Lord simply by chanting Krsna’s name.
Thus he can enter into the transcendental abode of the Lord.
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prarabdha-khandana kevala hari name haya |
jiana-karme sei phala kabhu na milaya |77l
vina hari kirtana kabhu karma bandha |
khandana na haya mumuksuta nahe labdha ||78l|
ye mukti labhile ara na haya karma sanga |
rajas tamo dosa hina sunya maya-sanga ||79||
natah param karma-nibandha-krntanam
mumuksatam tirtha-padanukirtanat |
na yat punah karmasu sajjate mano
rajas-tamobhyam kalilam tato’nyatha |180|
[BhP 6.2.46, HBV 11.371]

Therefore one who desires freedom from material bondage
should adopt the process of chanting and glorifying the
name, fame, form and pastimes of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, at whose feet all the holy places reside. One cannot
derive the proper benefit from other methods, such as pious
atonement, speculative knowledge and meditation in mystic
yoga, because even after following such methods one takes to
fruitive activities again, unable to control his mind which is
contaminated by the lower qualities of nature, namely passion
and ignorance.
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mriyamana klista jana padite khasite |
vivasa haiya krsna bale kona mate ||81||
karmargala mukta hana labhe para gati |
kali kale yaha nahi labhe anya mati ||82||
yan-nama-dheyam mriyamana aturah
patan skhalan va vivaso grnan puman |
vimukta-karmargala uttamarm gatim
prapnoti yaksyanti na tam kalau janah ||83||
[BhP 12.3.44, HBV 11.372]

Terrified, about to die, a man collapses on his bed. Although
his voice is faltering and he is hardly conscious of what he is
saying, if he utters the holy name of the Supreme Lord he can
be freed from the reaction of his fruitive work and achieve the
supreme destination. But still the people in this age of Kali will
not worship the Supreme Lord.

sraddha kari nama laile aparadha koti |
ksama kare kysna yadi na thake kutinati ||84||
ihate visvasa yara na haya se jana |
bada-i durbhaga tara nahika mocana [|85]|
mama namani loke’smin sraddhaya yas tu kirtayet |
tasyaparadha-kotis tu ksamamy eva na samsayah ||86l|
[visnu-yamale HBV 11.375]
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If a person chants the holy name with faith and devotion and
his heart is free from diplomacy and duplicity, krsna forgives
his countless offenses. An unfortunate soul who has no faith
in the holy name can never be delivered by any means.

mantra tantra chidra desa kala vastu dosa |
nama sankirtane yaya paya parama santosa ||87||
sat karma pradhana nama tahara asraye |
anya sat karmera siddhi haibe niscaye |88
mantratas tantratas chidram desa-kalarha-vastutah |
sarvam karoti nischidram anusankirtanam tava ||89||
[BhP 8.23.16, HBV 11.376]

There may be discrepancies in pronouncing the mantras
and observing the regulative principles, and, moreover,
there may be discrepancies in regard to time, place, person
and paraphernalia. But when krsna’s holy name is chanted,
everything becomes faultless.

Chanting is the most important of all spiritual activities, so if
one takes shelter of the holy name he will automatically achieve
perfection in all other devotional endeavours.
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sarva vedadhika nama ihate samsaya |
ye kare tahara kabhu mangala na haya [|90||
pranava krsnera nama yaha haite veda |
janmila brahmara mukhe bujha tattva bheda ||91||
rk-yaju-samatharva se kaila pathana |
hari hari yara mukhe suni anuksana |92
rg-vedo hi yajur-vedah sama-vedo’py atharvanah |
adhitas tena yenoktam harir ity aksara-dvayam |[93|
[visnu-dharmottare, HBV 11.378]

The holy name of krsna is superior to all the Vedic mantras.
Anyone who doubts this conclusion never achieves any
auspiciousness.

Pranava or Omkar (Om) is one of Krsna’s names; Vedic
mantras have emanated from this seed, manifesting first from
the lotus mouth of Brahma, the self-born. One who always
utters the two syllables Hari is considered to have studied all
the four Vedas.
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rk yaju samatharva patha ki karana |
govinda govinda nama karaha kirtana |194||
md rco ma yajus tata ma sama patha kimcana |
govindeti harer nama geyam gayasva nityasah /95|
[skande, HBV 11.379| |

What prompts you to undertake the tedious study of the
four Vedas, namely, Rg, Sama, Yajur and Atharva? Simply go
on chanting Govinda, Govinda! That’s all that is required to
achieve perfection.

visnura pratyeka nama sarva vedadhika |
rama nama jana sahasra namera adhika |196|
visnor ekaika-namapi sarva-vedadhikam matam |
tadrn-nama-sahasrena rama-nama samam smrtam ||97]|
[padme HBV 11.380]

Each name of Lord Visnu is superior and more potent than
all the Vedic mantras combined. And one name of Lord Rama
equals thousand such names of Visnu.
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sahasra nama tina bara avrtti karile |

yei phala haya taha eka krsna name mile ||98||

krsna krsna krsna krsna krsna krsna krsna he |

ei nama sarva ksana bhakta saba kara he ||99|

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare |

hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare ||100||
ei sola name sarva dik bajaya rahila he |
sarva phala siddhi labha ei sola name haibe he ||101|
sahasra-namnarm punyanam trir-avrttya tu yat phalam |
ekavrttya tu krsnasya namaikam tat prayacchati ||102||
[brahmanda HBV 11.488]

The spiritual benefit one obtains from chanting a thousand
names of Visnu three times is attained by chanting Lord Krsna’s
name just once.

Dear devotees, please chant incessantly, ‘Krsna, Krsna, Krsna,
Krsna, Krsna, Krsna, he!” And chant, ‘Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare; Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare’. This mantra consisting of sixteen names is perfect
in every respect, and chanting this mantra awards one the
highest benefit and perfection in spiritual life.
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tirtha yatra parisrame kiba phala habe |
hare krsna nitya gane saba phala pabe ||103|
kiba kuruksetra kasi puskara bhramane |
jihvagrete hari nama yanra ksane ksane ||104||

Why take the trouble of visiting so many holy places when
simply by regular chanting of hare krsna mahamantra you can
get the benefit of visitng all the holy places in the universe.

kuruksetrena kim tasya ki kasya puskarena va |
jihvagre vasate yasya harir ity aksara-dvayam [|105||
[skande HBV 11.381]

There is no use of visiting holy places like Kuruksetra, Kasi,
Puskara for one whose tongue is always decorated with the
two syllables of Hari.

koti sata koti sahasra tirthe yaha naya |
harinama kirtanete sei phala haya [|106||
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tirtha-koti-sahasrani tirtha-koti-satani ca |
tani sarvany avapnoti visnor namanukirtanat ||107]]
[vamana HBV 11.382]

The benefit accrued from chanting of the holy name can not
be had by visiting millions or even billions of holy places in
the universe.

kuruksetre basi visvamitra rsi bale |
suniyachi bahu tirtha nama dharatale |[108l|
harinama kirtanera koti amsa tulya |
kona tirtha nahi ei vakya bahu mulya ||109]|
visrutani bahuny eva tirthani bahudhani ca |
koty-amsenapi tulyani nama-kirtanato hareh ||110]|
[visvamitra-sarhita, HBV 11.383]

Once on a visit to Kuruksetra, the powerful sage Visvamitra
said, “I have heard the names of many holy places of pilgrimage
in the material universe but rest assured none of them possess
even one millionth of the spiritual potency contained in the
chanting of the holy name.”
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vedagama bahu sastre kiba prayojana |
kena kare loka bahu tirthadi bhramana ||111]|
atma-mukti-vancha yara sei sarva-ksana |
govinda govinda bali karuka kirtana [|112]|
kim tata vedagama-sastra-vistarais
tirthair anekair api kim prayojanam |
yady atmano vanchasi mukti-karanam
govinda govinda iti sphutam rata ||113|
[laghu-bhagavate HBV 11.384]

What is the use of studying such voluminous books like Vedas
and their corollaries? And why do people visit innumerable
holy places? Anyone desiring deliverance from this material
world simply has to sing Govind Govinda always.
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sarva-sat-karmadhika nama janaha niscaya |
ei katha visvasile sarva dharma haya ||114||
stirya uparaga koti koti garu dana |
prayagete kalpa vasa maghete vidhana ||115]|
ayuta yajiadi karma svarga-meru dana |
satamsete hari namera na haya samana ||116|
go-koti-danarm grahane khagasya
prayaga-gangodaka-kalpa-vasah |
yajiiayutam meru-suvarna-danam
govinda-kirter na samam Satamsaih |1117]|
[laghu-bhagavate HBV 11.385]

There is no comparison between the holy name and a pious
activity. Holy name is vastly superior to all the pious activities
in the world. This conclusion is the essence of all religious
principles. One who chants with this realization automatically
executes all other prescribed religious duties.

Pious activities like giving millions of cows in charity during
solar eclipse; residing in Prayaga during the month of Magha
(December-January) and observing strict vows; performing
countless sacrifices and distributing mountains of gold can
not compare to one-ten-thousandth fraction of the holy name’s
potency.
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ista-purta karma bahu bahu krta haile |
tathapi se saba bhava hetu Sastre bale |[118]|
harinama andyase bhava mikti dhara |
karma phala namera kache akincitkara [|119||
ista-purtani karmani su-bahuni krtany api |
bhava-hetini tany eva harer nama tu muktidam ||120l|
[bodhayana-sarihita, HBV 11.386]

Even if hundreds of altruistic works are performed for the
benefit of the people in general, all such activities will improve
the material conditions in this world but the holy name is
meant to improve the spiritual condition, i.e., liberation from
this material world. These materialistic pious activities are
meaningless when compared to the holy name.

sankhya astangadi yoge kiba asa dhara |
mukti cao govinda kirtana sada kara |[121]|
mukti-o samanya phala namera nikate |
helaya karile nama jivera mukti ghate ||122|]
kim karisyati sankhyena kim yogair nara-nayaka |
muktim icchasi rajendra kuru govinda-kirtanam |[123]|
[garude HBV 11.388]

Why waste your valuable time with sankhya-yoga
(philosophical speculation) or astanga-yoga (eightfold mystic
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yoga)! If you desire liberation, simply chant the name of
Govinda! Liberation is just an ordinary by-product of the
chanting. The holy name easily grants liberation even to some
one who chants negligently or in disregard.

svapaca haile-o dvija-Srestha bali tare |
yahara jihvagre krsna-nama nrtya kare ||124||
sarva-tapa kaila sarva tirthe kaila snana |
sarva veda adhyayane arya matiman ||125||
ei saba sadhanera bale bhagyavan |
rasanaya sada kare harinama gana [|126||
aho bata svapaco’to gariyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam |
tepus tapas te juhuvur sasnur aryd
brahmanticur nama grhnanti ye te |[127|
[BhP 3.33.7, HBV 11.389]

Oh, how glorious are they whose tongues are chanting Your
holy name! Even if born in the families of dog-eaters, such
persons are worshipable. Persons who chant the holy name
of Your Lordship must have executed all kinds of austerities
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and fire sacrifices and achieved all the good manners of the
Aryans. To be chanting the holy name of Your Lordship, they
must have bathed at holy places of pilgrimage, studied the
Vedas and fulfilled everything required.

sarva artha data harinama mahamantra |
phukariya bale yata vedagama tantra [|128]|
harinama bale sarva sad-varga damana |
ripu nigrahana ara adhyatma sadhana ||129||
etat sad-varga-haranam ripu-nigrahanam param |
adhyatma-miilam etad dhi visnor namanukirtanam /130l
skande HBV 11.390]

The Hare Krsna maha-mantra is the great chant for
deliverance. It fulfills all the aspirations of a living entity and
brings him to the highest platform spiritual realization. This
fact has been boldly proclaimed in the Vedic literature.

The holy name crushes the six deadly vices - lust, anger,
greed, pride, illusion and envy. It pacifies the impetuous senses
and enables one to execute devotional service in perfect peace.
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gunajiia sara bhuk arya kalike sammane |
sarva svartha labhi kalau nama sankirtane ||131|
kalim sabhdjayanty arya guna-jah sara-bhaginah |
yatra sankirtanenaiva sarvah svartho’bhilabhyate |[132||
[BhP 11.5.36, HBV 11.396]

Those who are actually advanced in knowledge are able
to appreciate the essential value of this age of Kali. Such
enlightened persons worship Kali-yuga because in this
fallen age all perfection of life can easily be achieved by the
performance of sankirtana.

sarva saktiman nama krsnera samana |
krsnera sakala sakti namer vartamana ||133||
dana vratas tapas tirthe chila yata sakti |
deva gane karma kande haiya vibhakti ||134||
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rajasitye asvamedhe adhyatmika jiiane |
saba akarsiya krsna nila apana name [|135]|
dana-vrata-tapas-tirtha-yatradinam ca yah sthitah |
saktayo deva-mahatar sarva-papa-harah subhah ||136|
raja-suyasvamedhanam jianasyadhyatma-vastunah |
dakrsya harina sarvah sthapitah svesu namasu |[137||
[skande, HBV 11.398-399]

The holy name, like Krsna is omnipotent and non-different
from him. In these transcendental names, Krsna has invested
all his transcendental energies.

Whatever spiritual potency was there in auspicious activities
like charity, austerity, penances, visiting holy places, karma-
kanda rituals offered to the demigods, fire sacrifices like
rajasuya and asvamedha, knowledge of self-realization etc,
Krsna collected these potencies from each of these pious
activities and invested in His transcendental name.

devadeva $ri-krsnera sarva artha Sakti |
yukta saba nama tanhi madhye yate anurakti [|138||
sei nama sarva arthe yojana karibe |
sarva artha sakti haite sakale-i milibe [|139|
sarvartha-sakti-yuktasya devadevasya cakrinah |
yac cabhirucitam nama tat sarvarthesu yojayet ||140|
brahmande HBV 11.401]

46



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

Krsna, the master of the demigods has many names and each
name is omnipotent and fully capable of fulfilling the goal of
life. A devotee may have an attraction to some particular name,
so he should gradually increase his attachment to that name
and fulfill the mission of his life.

hrsikesa sankirtane jagad anandita |
anurage hrsta-citta sarvada samprita ||141||
daitya raksa bhita haiya palaiya yaya |
siddha sangha sada pranamita tanra paya [|142||
yei krsna sei nama namera prabhava |
upayukta bate tate na thake abhava ||143l|
sthane hrsikesa tava prakirtya
jagat prahrsyaty anurajyate ca |
raksamsi bhitani diso dravanti
sarve namasyanti ca siddhasarmghah ||144l|
[gita 11.36, HBV 11.402]

O master of the senses, the world becomes joyful upon
hearing Your name, and thus everyone becomes attached to
You. Although the perfected beings offer You their respectful
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homage, the demons are afraid, and they flee here and there.
All this is rightly done.

varnadi vicara nahi nama sankirtane |
diksa-purascarya vidhi badhya nai gane [|145]|
narayana jaganndtha vasudeva janardana |
yara mukhe sada suni pijya guru yei jana [|146l|
sayane svapane ara calite basite |
krsna-nama kare yei pijya sarva mate ||147]|
narayana jaganndatha vasudeva janardana |
itirayanti ye nityam te vai sarvatra vanditah ||148||
svapan bhufijan vrajams tisthams ca vadams tatha |
ye vadanti harer nama tebhyo nityam namo namah |[149|
brhan-naradiye, HBV 11.403-4]

Anyone can chant the holy name, irrespective of his caste
or creed. He does not even need formal initiation or vows of
purification to be eligible to chant the holy name. Whoever
constantly chants the names of the Supreme Lord like Narayana,
Jagannatha, Vasudeva, Janardana, should be respected by all
as a spiritual master. That person who chants Lord Krsna’s
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name while sleeping, dreaming, walking or sitting is fit to be
worshipped by everyone.

stri-sudra-pukkasa-yavanadi kena naya |
krsna-nama gaya seo guru pijya haya |[150||
stri siidrah pukkaso vapi ye canye papa-yonayah |
kirtayanti harim bhaktya tebhyo’ptha namo namah ||151]|
narayana-vyuha-stave, HBV 11.405]

Anyone who chants Lord Krsna’s name is fit to be worshipped
like a guru even though such person may be a woman, a lower

class sudra, a pukkasa, a meat-eater or of even lower birth.

(Narayana-vyuha-stava)

anya gati siinya bhogl para upatapi |
brahmacarya jiana vairagya hina papi ||152||
sarva dharma sunya nama japi yadi haya |
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tahara ye sugati taha sarva dharmikera naya |[153l|
ananya-gatayo martya bhogino’pi parantapah |
jiana-vairagya-rahita brahmacaryadi-varjitah ||154l|
sarva-dharmojjhita visnor nama-matraika-jalpakah |
sukhena yam gatim yanti na tam sarve’pi dharmikah |[155]|
padme, HBV 11.406-7]

One who has no shelter and has no higher goal in life, who is
cruel, violent, licentious and bereft of any knowledge, austerity
or religious principles, even if he chants the holy name™, he
achieves a transcendental destination which the so-called
religiously pious people can not even imagine.

hari nama grahane desa kalera niyama nai |
ucchista asauce vidhi nisedha na pai 156l
na desa-niyamas tasmin na kala-niyamas tatha |
nocchisthadau nisedho’sti sri-harer namni lubdhaka ||157]|
visnu-dharma, HBV 11.408]

There are no rules indicating time, place or circumstances
for chanting the holy name, nor is anyone prohibited from
chanting even though he may be unclean or contaminated.
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krsna-nama sada sarvatra karaha kirtana |
asaucadi nahi mana nama svatantra pavana ||158l|
cakrayudhasya namani sada sarvatra kirtayet |
nasaucar kirtane tasya sa pavitra-karo yatah |[159||
[skande HBV 11.409||

Just go on chanting Krsna’s holy name, in all places and at all
times. The holy name is completely independent of all material,
external rules such as those governing cleanliness. Holy name
is a supremely purifying agent—cleansing everything within
and without.

yajiie dane snane jape ache kalera niyama |
krsna kirtane kaldakala cinta mahabhrama ||160||
desa kala niyamadi name kabhu nai |
krsna kirtana sada karaha sabai ||161]|
na desa-niyamo rajan na kala-niyamas tatha |
vidyate natra sandeho visnor namanukirtane ||162||
kalo’sti dane yajiie ca sthane kalo’sti saj-jape |
visnu-sankirtane kalo nasty atra prthivi-tale ||163||
[vaisnava-cintamanau, HBV 11.412-3]

Pious religious activities like fire sacrifices, charity, sacred
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baths and chanting of Vedic hymns are regulated by strict rules
of time, place and cleanliness. But there are no hard and fast
rules for chanting. Anyone, anywhere in any condition or at
any time of the day or night, can chant Krsna’s name. Therefore
go on chanting Krsna’s name without cessation.

samsare nirvinna-citte abhya-pada caya |
hena yogira janya nama ekamatra upaya ||164||
etan nirvidyamananam icchatam akuto-bhayam |
yoginarm nrpa nirnitam harer namanukirtanam |[165||
[BhP 2.1.11, HBV 11.414]

O King, constant chanting of the holy name of the Lord
after the ways of the great authorities is the doubtless and
fearless way of success for all, including those who are free
from all material desires, those who are desirous of all material
enjoyment, and also those who are self-satisfied by dint of
transcendental knowledge.
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harinama vina ara sahaja mukti data |
keha nahi tri jagate nama-i jivera trata ||166l|
eka bara mukhe bale hari du aksara |
sei jana moksa prati baddha parikara ||167||
sakrd uccaritam yena harir ity aksara-dvayam |
baddhah parikaras tena moksaya gamanam prati ||168l|
[skanda-purane, HBV 11.417]

Lord’s holy name is the most magnanimous deliverer of
conditioned souls. There is no one else who can so easily
liberate the fallen souls.

“By once chanting the holy name of the Lord, which consists
of the two syllables ha-ri, one guarantees his path to liberation.”
(Skanda Purana)

jita nidra hana eka bara narayana bale |
suddha citta hana sei nirvana pathe cale ||169]|
sakrd uccarayed yas tu narayanam atandritah |
suddhantahkarano bhutva nirvanam adhigacchati [|170||
[brahma-purane, HBV 11.418l|

Anyone who chants Lord Narayana’s name even once with
great care and attention, his heart gets cleansed and he proceeds
on the path of liberation.
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e ghora sarsare bale vivase hare hare |
sadyo mukta haya bhaya tare bhaya kare [|171]|
apannah sarisrtim ghoram yannama vivaso grnan |
tatah sadyo vimucyeta yad bibheti svayar bhayam ||172]|
[BhP 1.1.14, HBV 11.425||

Being tossed about in this dangerous ocean of birth and
death, one who chants ‘hare hare’ even unwillingly, he becomes
immediately liberated and fear personified fears him.

“Living beings who are entangled in the complicated
meshes of birth and death can be freed immediately by even
unconsciously chanting the holy name of Krsna, which is feared
by fear personified.” (Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.14)

mrtyu-kale vivase ye kare uccarana |
tanra avatara nama lila vidambana [|173|
bahu janma durita sahasa tyaga kari |
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yaya se parama pade bhaje sei hari |[174||
yasyavatara-guna-karma-vidambanani
namani ye’su-vigame vivasa grnanti |
te’naika-janma-samalam sahasaiva hitva
samyanty apavrtamrtam tam ajam prapadye ||175]|
[BhP 3.9.15, HBV 11.426]

Let me take shelter of the lotus feet of Him whose
incarnations, qualities and activities are mysterious imitations
of worldly affairs. One who invokes His transcendental names,
even unconsciously, at the time of quitting his body, is certainly
washed of the sins of many, many births and attains Him
without fail.

calite basite svapne bhojane sayane |
kali damana krsnoccare vakyera purane ||176|
helate-o kari nama nija svarupa pana |

parama pada vaikunthe yaya nirbhaya haiya |[177||
vrajars tisthan svapann asnan svasan vakya-prapiirane |

nama-sankirtanam visnor helaya kali-mardanam |
krtva svarapatam yati bhakti-yuktam param vrajet |[178l|

[lainge, HBV 11.428]

In our daily activities of walking, sitting, eating, sleeping
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and dreaming, chanting Krsna’s names nullifies the ill
effects of Kali-yuga. Even though such chanting may be done
neglectfully, it is perfectly capable of liberating us from all fears
and elevating us to the supreme abode of Vaikuntha.

yena tena prakarete laya krsna nama |
take priti kare krsna karuna nidana |[179||
madya pane bhitavista vayu pida sthale |
hari namoccare mukti tanra kara tale ||180||
vasudevasya sankirtya surapo vyadhito’pi va |
mukto jayeta niyatam maha-visnuh prasidati ||181]]
[vardhe, HBV 11.442]

If somehow or other one chants Krsna’s name, Krsna is
attracted to him and He showers him with His causeless mercy.
Even a ghostly haunted drunkard, suffering from numerous
health disorders chants the holy name, then liberation is
immediately within his reach.
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harinama svatah parama purusartha haya |
upeya mangalya tattva param dhana maya ||182||
jivanera phala vastu kasi-khanda bale |
padma-purane-o taha kahe bahu sthale [|183l]
idam eva hi mangalyam etad eva dhanarjanam |
jivitasya phalam caitad yad damodara-kirtanam ||184||
[padme, HBV 11.450]

Kirtana of the name of Sri Damodara evokes real auspiciousness
and it is the only eternal treasure and only success and aim of
human life

sarva mangalera haya parama mangala |
cit-tattva svariipa sarva veda valli phala ||185]|
krsna nama laya yei sraddha va helaya |
nara matra trana paya sarva vede gaya ||186l|
madhura-madhuram etan mangalam mangalanam
sakala-nigama-valli-sat-phalam cit-svarapam |
sakrd api parigitam sraddhaya helaya va
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bhrgu-vara nara-matram tarayet krsna-nama ||187||
[prabhasa-khande, HBV 11.451]

The holy name of Krsna is the highest benediction, above all
other benedictions; it is sweeter than the sweetest honey, the
eternal fruit of transcendental knowledge of the tree of Vedic
scriptures. O best of the Bhargavas! If anyone chants Lord
Krsna’s name just once without offense, whether he chants with
faith or indifferently, the holy name immediately liberates him.

bhaktira prakara yata Sastre dekha yaya |
tanhi madhye namasraya srestha bali gaya ||188||
kastete astanga yoge visnu-smrti sadhe |
ostha-spandane-i Srestha kirtana viraje [|189||
aghacchit-smaranam visnor bahv-ayasena sadhyate |
ostha-spandana-matrena kirtanam tu tato varam ||190|
[vaisnava-cintamanau, HBV 11.453]

Amongst the different limbs of bhakti, chanting of the holy
name is the most efficacious. Astanga-yoga necessitates much
arduous exercises in order to remember Visnu.

Although capable of destroying all sins, the remembrance of
Lord Visnu is achieved only with extraordinary effort. On the
other hand, one may perform krsna-kirtana simply by moving
one’s lips, and therefore this process is far superior.
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diksa-purvaka arcana yadi sata janma kare |
tahara jihvaya nitya hari nama sphure ||191||
yena janma-sataih purvarm vasudevah samarcitah |
tan-mukhe hari-namani sada tisthanti bharata ||192|]
[vaisnava-cintamanau, HBV 11.454||

O descendant of Bharata, the holy names of Lord Visnu
are always vibrating in the mouth of one who has previously
worshiped Vasudeva perfectly for hundreds of lifetimes.

satya-yuge bahu kale yaha tapo-dhyane |
yajiadi yajiya tretaya yeva phala tane |[193|
dvapare arcanangete paya yeba phala |
kalite hariname paya se sakala ||194]|
dhyayan krte yajan yajiais tretayam dvapare’rcayan |
yad apnoti tad apnoti kalau sankirtya kesavam ||195||
[ViP 6.2.17, HBV 11.456]|

Whatever is achieved in Satya-yuga by meditation, in Treta
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by offering ritual sacrifices and in Dvapara by temple worship
is achieved in Kali-yuga by chanting the names of Lord Kesava
congregationally.

kali kale mahabhagavata bali tare |
kirtane ye hari bhaje e bhava samsare [|196|
maha-bhagavata nityarm kalau kurvanti kirtanam [|197||
[skanda, HBV 11.459]

The hallmark of a maha-bhagavata (the most advanced
devotee) in kali-yuga is that he chants the holy name constantly.
Thus it is very easy to recognize a pure devotee.

cid-atmaka harinama bareka uccare |
siva brahma ananyatara phala kahite nare ||198l|
namoccarana-mahatmya adbhuta bali gaya |
uccarana-matre nara parama pada paya |[199|
sakrd uccarayanty eva harer nama cid-atmakam |
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phalam nasya ksamo vakturi sahasra-vadano vidhih [1200||
namoccarana-mahatmyari Srivyate mahad adbhutam |
yad uccarana-matrena naro yayat param padam ||1201||
(Brhan-naradiya Purana)

The extraordinary result derived from chanting the eternal
and transcendentally powerful name of Krsna just once cannot
be adequately described, even by persons like Lord Siva or Lord
Brahma. So wondrous are the glories of the holy name that just
by chanting it, a person attain the supreme abode.
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krsna bale suna arjuna baliba tomaya |
sraddhaya helaya jiva mama nama gaya ||1202||
sei nama mama hrdi sada vartamana |
nama sama vrata ndai nama sama jiana [|1203|
nama sama dhyana nai nama sama phala |
nama sama tydaga nai, nama sama bala ||204|
nama sama punya nai nama sama gati |
namera Sakti gane vedera nahika sakati 1205
nama-i parama mukti nama-i parama gati |
nama-i parama santi nama-i parama sthiti 1206|
nama-i parama bhakti nama-i parama mati |
nama-i parama priti nama-i parama smrti ||207||
jivera karana nama nama-i jivera prabhu |
parama aradhya nama nama-i guru prabhu |(208l|

sraddhaya helaya nama ratanti mama jantavah |
tesarih nama sada partha vartate hrdaye mama (1209 ||
na nama sadrsam jianam na nama sadrsam vratam |
na nama sadrsam dhyanarm na nama sadrsam phalam ||210||
na nama sadrsas tyago na nama sadrsah samah |
na nama sadrsam punyam na nama sadrsi gatih [1211]|
namaiva parama muktir namaiva parama gatih |
namaiva parama santir namaiva parama sthitih 11212
namaiva parama bhaktir namaiva parama matih |
namaiva parama pritir namaiva parama smrtih |[213||
namaiva karanam jantor namaiva prabhur eva ca |
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namaiva paramaradhyo namaiva paramo guruh [1214|
adi-purana, HBV 11.464-469]

Lord Krsna said to Arjuna, ‘O Arjuna! Listen attentively.
When a living entity chants My name, whether out of devotion
or indifference, I never forget this service. It remains always
close to My heart.

There is no vow like the holy name, there is no knowledge
like the holy name. There is no meditation, there is no benefit,
there is no renunciation, there is no strength, there is no pious
activity and there is no goal of life like the holy name.

Even the Vedas do not have the power to properly describe
the glories of the holy name. Holy name is the highest path to
liberation, peace and eternal life.

Holy name is the supreme refuge and the highest form of
devotional service. Holy name helps one achieve the highest
level of consciousness and the most elevated love of Godhead.
Holy name is the best form of remembering the Lord and the
holy name has appeared solely for the benefit of the living
entity as his Lord and master. Holy name is his supremely
worshippable object and his supreme spiritual mentor.

harinama mahatmyera kabhu nahi para |
ye nama sravane sada pukkasa uddhara 1215||
yan-nama sakyc chravanat
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pukkaso’pi vimucyate samsarat |1216|
BhP 6.16.14, HBV 11.486]

There are no limits to the glories of the holy name. Just
by hearing the Lord’s names even a pukkasa, the lowest of
mankind can be delivered. (Bhag. 6.16.44)

My Lord, it is not impossible for one to be immediately
freed from all material contamination by seeing You. Not to
speak of seeing You personally, merely by hearing the holy
name of Your Lordship only once, even candalas, men of
the lowest class, are freed from all material contamination.
Under the circumstances, who will not be freed from material
contamination simply by seeing You?

svapane jagrate yeba jalpe krsna nama |
kalite se krsna-riipi krsnera vidhana ||217|
krsna krsneti krsneti svapan jagrad vrajars tatha |
yo jalpati kalau nityar kysna-ripi bhaved dhi sah [1218l|
varaha, HBV 11.493||

Whoever continuously chants Krsna’s name, even in his
sleep, can easily realise the name to be a direct manifestation
of Krsna and achieve Sartpya liberation. Such person is not
influenced by the faults of Kali.
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krsna bali nitya smare sarsara sagare |
jalotthita padma yena narake uddhare ||1219||
krsna krsneti krsneti yo mam smarati nityasah |
jalam bhittva yatha padmar narakad uddharamy aham [|1220]|
narasitithe, HBV 11.496]

One who chants Krsna’s name and constantly remembers
Him, even though fallen in this ocean of birth and death, is
like the lotus which is born in the water but is untouched by it.
It’s a transcendental position. Such person is quickly rescued
by the Lord and he himself becomes capable of delivering the
residents of the hellish planets. (Nrsirnha Purana)

krsna-nama sarva mukhya jivera asraya |
asesa papa hare sadya papa mukti kara [|221]|
namnam mukhyataram nama krsnakhyam me parantapa |
prayascittam asesanar papanam mocakam param ||222]]
[prabhasa-purane, HBV 11.498]

The holy name is the prime and most secure shelter for
the living entity. The holy name destroys his countless sinful
reactions and liberates him.
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nama cintamani krsna caitanya svaripa |
purna suddha nitya mukta nama nami eka rapa |1223||
nama cintamanih krsnas caitanyarasavigrahah |
purnah suddho nityamukto bhinnatvan namanaminoh [1224||
[HBV 11.503]

The holy name of Krsna is transcendentally blissful. It
bestows all spiritual benedictions, for it is Krsna Himself, the
reservoir of all pleasure. Krsna’s name is complete, and it is
the form of all transcendental mellows. It is not a material
name under any condition, and it is no less powerful than
Krsna Himself. Since Krsna’s name is not contaminated by the
material qualities, there is no question of its being involved
with maya. Krsna’s name is always liberated and spiritual; it
is never conditioned by the laws of material nature. This is
because the name of Krsna and Krsna Himself are identical.

visnu nama visnu Sakti yei jana jane |
sumati prarthana kare aprakrta jiane [1225||
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om dsya jananto nama cid viviktan
mahas te visno sumatim bhajamahe [1226]|
rkveda 1.156.3, HBV 11.510]

One who philosophically understands that the Lord’s holy
name and His potencies are one and the same can properly
approach and worship the Lord with transcendental knowledge
and choice prayers. (Rg Veda 1.56.3)

sthanesvari krsna-dasa yoda kari kara |
bale prabhu eka vastu prarthana hamara [1227||
e riipa mahatmya namera suninu Sravane |
sarvatra samana phala nahi hoya kene |[228l|
prabhu bale—sraddha visvasa sakalera miila |
visvasa abhave keha nahi labhe phala [1229]|
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prabhu bale—antaryami nama bhagavan |

visvasanusare phala karena pradana [1230||
namera mahima purna visvasa na kare |

namera phala nahi paya nama aparadhe mare ||1231]

artha vada kare phale visvasa tyajiya |

phala nahi paya thake narake padiya [1232||

artha-vadam harer namni sambhavayati yo narah |
sa papistho manusyanarm niraye patanti sphutam ||1233||
[katyayana-samhita, HBV 11.514

Sri Krsnadasa, a resident of Puri, then enquired from Lord
Caitanya with folded hands: Dear Lord, I have a doubt which
I place before Your lotus feet: after having heard the wonderful
glories of the holy name, I wonder why the holy name does
not always give everyone the same result.

The Lord replied, sraddha (faith) is the foundation of
everything in spiritual life. Some people do not get immediate
results from chanting due to their lack of faith. The holy name
is the Supreme Lord Himself, residing in everyone’s heart as the
Supersoul and He offers success in chanting proportionate to
his faith. Persons, even after hearing the holy name’s glories,
do not have sufficient faith in the holy name or in the chanting
process cannot make spiritual progress. Instead they glide down
towards nescience, committing offenses against the holy name.

They misinterpret the glories and transcendental nature of the
holy name, and due to this offense they suffer hellish existence.
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yan-nama-kirtana-phalar vividham nisamya
na sraddadhati manute yad utartha-vadam |
yo manusas tam iha duhkha-caye ksipami
samsara-ghora-vividharti-nipiditangam |(234||
[brahma-samhita HBV 11.515]

That person who even after hearing about the wonderful
results of chanting harinama refuses to develop sincere sraddha
in harinama and, on the contrary, expostulates that such
elucidations of the potency of harinama are inflated panegyrics
is hurled by Me into the deep gloom of material nescience after
being dragged through excruciating suffering.
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(nama rahasya patala)

ekada gauranga canda candraloka paiya |

samudrera tire daila bhakta vinda lana ||11]
hari dasa samajera upakantha basi |

sarva vaisnavera prati bale gaura sast ||2||

Once on a bright moonlit night, Lord Caitanya, the Moon of
Navadvipa came on the ocean beach along with His associates.
He sat down in the midst of His associates like an iridescent
moon, and began to speak to the assembly.

$ri nama-i eka matra o Srestha sadhan:

suna he bhakata vrnda kali kalera dharma |
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$ri krsna Rirtana vina ara nahi karma ||3||
karma jiana yoga dhyana durbala sadhana |
aprakrta sampatti labhera nahe krama ||4||

The holy name is the best and only means to perfection:

He said, My dear devotees! In Kali-yuga there is no spiritual
activity and religious practice to surpass congregational
chanting of Lord Krsna’s name. Fruitive activities, cultivation
of knowledge, yoga or meditation are extremely ineffectual
processes for spiritual realization. They cannot help one reach
the transcendental platform and realize the Absolute Truth.

dharma vrata tyaga homa sakala-i prakrta |
aprakrta tattva labhe nahi kare hita [|5]|
krsna nama uccarane smarane sravane |
aprakrta siddhi haya bale sruti gane |6l|
$ri nama rahasya sarva $astrete dekhiba |

nama uccarana matra cit sukha labhiba |71

Prescribed religious duties, penances, renunciation and
sacrifices are all mundane activities. Hence, they cannot help
one reach the absolute plane—the spiritual world. Vedas
declare that the highest summit of spiritual perfection can be
achieved through chanting, hearing and remembering Krsna’s
name. All scriptures reveal the esoteric truth about the holy
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name and one experiences transcendental bliss immediately
upon chanting the holy name.

padma-purane svarga-khanda 18 adhyaya, nama-rahasya-
patalam, yatha:
sri-saunaka uvaca—
namoccarana-mahatmyar Srivyate mahad-adbhutam |
yad uccarana-matrena naro yayat param padam |
tadvad asvadhuna siita vidhanam nama-kirtane ||8||
Sri-suta uvaca—
srnu Saunaka vaksyami samvadam moksa-sadhanam |
naradah prstavan pirvam kumaram tad vadami te 9|
ekada yamuna-tire nivistam santa-manasam |
sanat-kumaram papraccha narado racitanjalih
srutva nana-vidhan dharman dharma-vyatikarams tatha |10
sri-narada uvaca—
yo’sau bhagavata prokto dharma-vyatikaro nrnam |
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katham tasya vinasah syad ucyatam bhagavat-priya |[11]|

These Puranic slokas are explained by Lord Chaitanya in the
following verses.

ei patalera artha kichu visesa kariya |
bali svariipa ramananda Suna mana diya ||12||

The Supreme Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu continued, I will
explain in some detail the meaning of these slokas. O Svartpa
Damodara and Ramananda, listen carefully with attention!

sri-nama-kirtana ki? ‘uccarana’

uccarana sabde bujha $ri nama kirtana |
kare va malaya sankhya kare bhakta gana ||13l|
sankhya chadi asankhya nama kabhu kabhu haya |
uccarana sabde e saba janaha niscaya ||14||

Uccarana defined:

The meaning of the word uccarana in this context is to chant
or sing the holy name loudly or audibly. The devotees generally
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keep a count either on their fingers or on the beads. Many chant
extra or sing in kirtana which is in addition to the prescribed
number. Therefore basically, audible chanting of the holy name
is referred to as uccarana.

japa o kirtana

laghticcare japa haya uccare kirtana |
smarana kirtane saba haya ta ganana ||15|

ki prakare nama kaile sukirtana haya |
$r1 nama kirtane taha vidhana niscaya |16l

Japa and kirtana defined:

When the chanting is soft and barely audible, it is known as
japa and when the chanting is loud and clear, it is known as
kirtana. Both of these are counted as smarana or remembrance.
It is imperative for everyone to know how to properly chant
the holy name and thereby derive the utmost benefit from it.
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kirtana sarvatha o sarvada kartavya

$ri nama kirtana haya jivera nitya dharma |
jagate vaikunthe jivera ei mukhya karma |17

maya baddha jivera ei moksa sadhana haya |
mukta jivera pakse taha sadhyavadhi raya ||18||

Perform kirtana always and everywhere:

Chanting the holy name is the eternal religion of the living
entity. It is his prime duty, both in the material world and
in the spiritual world. It is his foremost activity, both in his
conditional life as well as liberated life.

In the conditional state, chanting is the means to achieve
liberation, and in the liberated state, chanting remains an
eternal, integral part of his service to the Supreme Lord.

bhakti hina subha karya tyajya
dharma sastra ukta bhakti hina dharma yata |
bhakty-uddesa vina ara yata prakara vrata ||19]|
bhakty-utthita viraga vyatita yata tyaga |
bhakti pratikila yajia prakrta vibhaga [120]|
ei saba subha karma sambandha vicare |
bhakti anukiila bali sastrete pracare ||121||
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Activities devoid of bhakti are to be rejected:

All non-devotional rituals mentioned in the religious
scriptures, all kinds of sacred vows that do not aim at developing
devotional service, all types of dry renunciation and all type
of sacrifice that are unfavorable for devotional service, all
these are considered pious activities. But these very activities,
when performed in relationship to devotional service, become
favourable spiritual activities and they constitute bhakti. This
is the verdict of the revealed scriptures.

kali kale sei saba jada dharma ha-ila |
bhakti anukiilya tyaji dharma nasta bhela [122||
ataeva kali kale nama sankirtana |
vina ara dharma nai suna bhakta gana ||123||
se dharmera vyatikara yahai dekhibe |
tahai varjibe yatne bhaktira prabhave ||124||

But in Kali-yuga, all these activities have lost spiritual potency
and have turned into mundane, materialistic activities. These
activities are no more favorable to devotional service.

Therefore, O devotees! Hear with attention that in Kali-yuga,
there is no other religion than the congregational chanting of
the holy name. Other religious practices that exist outside of
this chanting process should be strictly avoided.
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Sri-sanatkumara uvica

srnu narada govinda-priya govinda-dharma-vit |
yat prstam loka-nirmukti-karanam tamasah param ||4/|125]|

This sloka is explained by Lord Chaitanya in the following
verses.

tumi ta narada $ri-govinda-dharma-vetta |
govindera priya maya bandhanera chetta |26
loka nirmuktira hetu jijidsa tomara |
tava prasnottare jiva habe tamah para ||27||
kalite sakala dharmadharma tamo-maya |
nama dharma vina jivera samsara nahe ksaya ||128]|

O Narada! You are well-versed in the science of devotional
service and you are very dear to Krsna. You can cut asunder the
chains of material entanglement that keep the living entities
bound to this world.

Your question is glorious as it is aimed at liberating the people
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in general. By hearing about your inquiry and its answer, the
living entities will cross beyond this insurmountable ocean of
nescience.

In Kali-yuga all things, religious and irreligious, are covered
by the mode of ignorance. Therefore, the only path of liberation
open to the living beings is the chanting of the holy name.

ataeva name sarva papa ksaya
sarvacara-vivarjitah satha-dhiyo vratya jagad-vaicakah
dambhahankrti-pana-paisunya-parah papas ca ye nisthurah |
ye canye dhana-dara-putra-niratah sarve’dhamas te’pi hi
sri-govinda-padaravinda-saranah suddhah bhavanti dvija
1511291

The holy name alone can purify from all sinful reactions:

‘One who takes shelter of Lord Govinda’s lotus feet, all his
sins are eradicated by chanting of the holy name. He becomes
completely purified even though he may be an abominable
wretch, a big liar and a cheat, arrogant and cruel, always given
to sinful ways and a grossly materialistic person attached to
wife, children and wealth.
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sri-govinda-padaravinda Sarana ye laya |
tara sarva-papa name niscaya haya ksaya 130
krsna-nama laye kande nija dosa bale |
ati Sighra tara papa yaya bhakti bale ||31||

All sinful activities of a person who takes shelter of the lotus
feet of Govinda, certainly becomes vanquished by the chanting
of the holy name.

If one chants Lord Krsna’s name, crying regretfully while
sincerely repenting for his past misdeeds, all his sins are
washed away by the potency of such devotional service.
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karma-prayascitta vasana nasta haya na

karma jiana prayascitte tara kiba phala |
se phala durbala ati tara nahi bala ||32]|
eka krsna name papira yata papa ksaya |
bahu janme sei papi karite naraya ||33||
hena papa smarta sastre na dache varnana |
eka kysna name yaha na haya khandana [134||
tabe kena smarta loka prayascitta kare |
sukrti abhave tara karme mati hare 1|35
karma prayascitte kabhu vasana na yaya |
jiana prayascitte sodhe vasana hiyaya ||36||
vasanara miila avidya bhaktite vinasta haya

punah Richu dine se vasana haya sthiila |
bhaktite avidya yaya vasanara mila ||37]]
ye jana govinda pade laiya sarana |
nama laya kaku bhare karaya rodana ||38||
tara pakse sri mukhera vakya sumadhura |
jivera mangala gitaya dekhaha pracura ||39||

Ritualistic atonement cannot destroy material desires and

purify the heart:

Atonement with ritualistic activities and atonement with

speculative knowledge are very weak processes. Their impact

is too feeble to destroy sinful reactions and purify the heart.

On the other hand, Krsna’s holy name, chanted even once, can

destroy more sins than an ardent sinner can possibly commit
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in many lifetimes.

Vedic scriptures that deal with regulative principles and
ritualistic performances, enlist many types of sinful activities.
All these sinful activities can be counteracted easily by chanting
of Krsna’s name just once.

Then the question may be raised as to why do these followers
of smarta system undergo ritualistic atonement and not just take
shelter of Krsna’s name? This is because they lack sufficient
piety or good fortune and their intelligence is polluted.

The desire to commit sinful activities is never destroyed by
performing ritualistic atonement. By performing atonement
with cultivation of knowledge such desire may be temporarily
curbed, but soon, in no time it raises its ugly head again and
make the person commit sinful activities again. But Devotional
service roots out the ignorance within the heart which is the
root cause of all sinful desires.

Souls who surrender at Govinda’s lotus feet, cry piteously
while chanting His name. Such souls are glorified in Bhagavad-
gita, which contains instructions by the Lord Himself for the
benefit of all living entities.

The blessed Lord says:
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S11 gita
sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja |
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah |[40||

Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto
Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.
(Bg. 18.66).

api cet suduracaro bhajate mam ananya-bhak |
sadhur eva sa mantavyah samyag vyavasito hi sah ||41||

Even if one commits the most abominable actions, if he is
engaged in devotional service, he is to be considered saintly
because he is properly situated. (Bg. 9.30).

ksipram bhavati dharmatma sasvac-chantim nigacchati |
kaunteya pratijahihi na me bhaktah pranasyati [|42||

He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O
son of Kunti, declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes.
(Bg. 9.31).

ataeva namera phala

ataeva karmanga prayascittadi parihari’
buddhiman jana bhaje pranesvara hari |43l

The results of chanting

Therefore, one should give up the practices of ritualistic
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atonement and other such fruitive activities. A truly intelligent
person worships the Supreme Lord Hari, knowing Him to be
the dearmost Lord of his heart.

tam api deva-karam karunakaram
sthavara-jangama-mukti-karam param |
aticaranty aparadha-para jana
ya iha tanavati dhruva-nama hi ||44||

This Sanskrit verse is explained by the Lord in the following
Bengali verses

krsna-nama dayamaya krsna-tejo-maya |
sthavara jangama mukti data suniscaya ||45||
nama aparadhi tahe kare aparadha |
aticara asi nama dharme kare badha ||46|
sei maha aparadhira dosa name haya ksaya |
nama vina jiva bandhu jagate na haya ||47||
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The holy name of Krsna is compassionate and invested with
Krsna'’s full potencies. It can easily liberate all moving and non-
moving beings. One who chants but commits offenses against
the holy name, is burdened with sins. This causes upheavals in
his spiritual life. The only way this can be counteracted is by
taking complete shelter of the holy name. There is no greater
well-wishing friend in the entire world other than the holy
name of the Lord.

sri-narada uvaca—
ke te’paradha viprendra namno bhagavatah krta |
vinighnanti nrnam krtyam prakrtam hy anayanti ca [|48l|

This is explained in the following verses.

namaparadha

ohe guru sanat-kumara krpa kari’ bala |
name aparadha yata prakara sakala ||49||

nama riipa maha Rkrtya jivera niscaya |
sei krtya yahe sadhakera nasta naya ||50||
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namake prakrta kari sadhana karana |
samanya prakrta phale deya phelaiya ||51||

O Sanatkumara, my dear spiritual master, kindly enumerate
the different offenses to the holy name. Chanting the holy name
is the prime duty and religious practice for the living entity
and his ultimate shelter. Care must be taken that the aspiring
devotee does not fall into maya’s trap due to offenses. Offenses
can misguide the devotee into believing that chanting is a
mundane activity. In this way, he ends up with meagre material
benefits instead of the real benediction.

sri-sanatkumadra uvaca—
satam ninda namnah paramam aparadharm vitanute
yatah khyatim yatam katham u sahate tadvigarham |
sivasya $rivisnor ya iha gunanamadisakalam
dhiya bhinnar pasyet sa khalu harinamahitakarah |18]|52]|

This verse will be explained in the following verses.
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namaparadha haite mukti

dasa-ti namaparadha bhinna bhinna kari |
bujhiya laile nama aparadha tari ||53l]
ei Sloke dui aparadhera vicara |
kariya karaha suddha namera acara ||54l|

Try to understand each of the ten offenses to the holy name
individually. Then you can avoid them. This sloka analyzes
two offenses. Avoid them and try to chant purely.

sadhu ninda

ekanta namete asraya dche yanra |
sadhu pada vacya tenha tarena samsara ||55||
jada karma jiiana cesta chadi sei jana |
suddha bhakti bhave nama karena uccarana |56
namera pracara eka tanha haite haya |
tanra ninda krsna nama kabhu na sahaya ||57]l
se sadhura ninda tante laghu buddhi yara |
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bada aparadha name niscaya tahara ||58l|
yatne ei aparadha kariya varjana |
sei sadhu sanga bale karaha bhajana ||59||

According to the verdict of the saintly devotees, a person
who takes complete shelter of the holy name, can deliver the
whole universe. He gives up all endeavours for cultivation
of material knowledge and fruitive activities and dedicates
himself to exclusively chant the holy name in pure Krishna
consciousness.

Such an exalted soul is eligible to propagate the glories of the
holy name. The holy name of Krishna never tolerates criticism
of such a saintly devotee and his minimisation in any way is
never taken lightly by Krishna.

Therefore meticulously refrain from committing this
grave offense and aspire for his saintly association. Execute
devotional service under his benign shelter.
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$ri nama nami eka tattva

mangala svaripa visnu para tattva hari |
aprakrta svariipete sri-vraja-vihari ||60||
tanra nama ripa guna lila aprakrta |
tanhara svariipa haite bhinna nahe tattva ||61||
nama nami eka tattva aprakrta dharma |
e jada jagate tara nahi ache marma |(62||
ei Suddha jnana labha bhakti bale haya |
tarke bahu dura iha janiha niscaya |163|
nija suddha sadhana ara sadhu guru bala |
duiyera samyoge labhi e tattva mangala ||64|

Lord’s name, form, qualities and pastimes are completely
transcendental and non-different from Him. Both the Holy
Name, nama, and the possessor of the Name, nami, are
one. Both are on the platform of eternal existence, eternal
knowledge, and eternal bliss. This is the Absolute nature of
Krsna and His name.

This transcendental understanding can only be attained
through devotional service and never by mundane logic and
argument.

To attain the perfectional stage of Krisna consciousness, one
has to rigidly execute the principles of devotional service under
the shelter of the spiritual master and saintly devotees.
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ei tattva siddhi yata dina nahi haya |
tata dina prakrta buddhi kabhu na chadaya 1165||
tata dina nama kari na pai svaripa |
namabhasa matra haya bhajana viripa 1166||
bahu yatne labha bhai svartipa siddhi |
suddha namoccare pabe param pada buddhi ||67||
yatna saha nirantara namabhase hari |
namete svariipa siddhi dibe krpa kari 68||

Until one attains this perfectional stage, he can not transcend
material consciousness nor realize his constitutional position
in the spiritual world.

Instead he remains on the platform of namabhasa, which
is a intermediary stage between offensive and pure chanting.

But if he continues diligently, he can reach the ultimate
perfectional stage of attaining Krsna’s lotus feet by chanting
the name purely.
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krsna sarvesvara sivadi tanhara amsa

sarvesvara krsna tahe janibe niscaya |
sivadi devata tanra amsa rapa haya ||69||
sei sei devera namadi guna ripa |
krsna sakti datta siddha janaha svaripa ||70l|
e ripa janile siva visnute abhede |
janmibe svariipa buddhi gaya sarva vede ||71||
bheda buddhi aparadha yatnete tyajibe |
guru krpa bale tabe $ri nama bhajibe ||72]|

Lord Krsna is the Supreme Absolute Truth, controller and
master of all the demigods like Lord Siva and Lord Brahma.
These demigods are His parts and parcels. These demigods’
names, forms and powers emanate from the transcendental
potencies of Lord Krsna.

When one is situated on the platform of knowledge, he
realises that the Supreme Lord Visnu and Lord Siva are
qualitatively one and the same. The demigods can never be
on the same level as the Supreme Lord.

One should carefully avoid this offense and advance on the
path of chanting the holy name by the mercy of the guru.

guror avajia srutisastranindanam
tatharthavado harinamni kalpanam |
namno balad yasya hi papabuddhir
na vidyate tasya yamair hi suddhih |[9]173|
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This sloka is explained in the following verses.

guru karnadharera anadara

krpa kari yei jana hari dekhaila |
hari nama paricaya karaiya dila ||74]|
sei mora karnadhara guru mahasaya |
tanhare avajia kaile namaparadha haya ||75||
hina jati panditya rahita mantra hina |
namera gurute hena buddhi arvacina ||76]|

Disobeying the spiritual master:

By the mercy of the spiritual master, one attains the Supreme
Lord Hari. By his mercy, a conditioned soul reestablishes his
lost relationship with the Supreme Lord. The spiritual master
mercifully introduces him to the process of chanting of the
holy name.

Such a perfect spiritual master is like the helmsman for the
conditioned soul, steering the boat of his life across the ocean
of nescience. To disrespect and disobey him is a serious offense
against the holy name.

Only a fool will judge such a spiritual master on material
considerations such as birth in a lower family or lack of
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expertise in chanting of Vedic mantras etc.

sruti sastre anadara

yei Sruti sastra namera brahmatva dekhaya |

apara mahatmya namera jagate janaya ||77l|
tare anadara kari karmadi prasamse |

sruti ninda bali tare sarva sastre bhase ||78||

Disrespecting the Vedic Literatures:

Vedic literatures such as the four Vedas and the Puranas
unequivocally establish the transcendental nature of the holy
name and propagate its wondrous glories in the world.

It is therefore a serious offense to blaspheme these Vedic
literatures and glorify the process of fruitive activities as
propounded in the karma-kanda section of the Vedas.

name kalpana buddhi

nama nitya dhana sada cinmaya agadha |
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tahate kalpana buddhi guru aparadha ||79]|

Considering the glories of the holy name imaginary:

The holy name of Krsna is completely spiritual and an
eternal priceless treasure for the living entiry. To consider the
name and its transcendental qualities as imaginary is a serious
namaparadha.

nama bale papa buddhi

nama bale papa buddhi hrdaye yahara |
satata udaya haya sei ta asara ||80||

Committing sin on the strength of the chanting:

The next namaparadha is to commit sin on the strength
of the chanting of the holy name. This mentality renders all
devotional performances ineffective and useless.

name artha vada
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rocanartha phala sruti karma marge satya |
bhakti marge nama phala sarva kale nitya ||81]|
aprakrta namera mahdatmya sima hina |
tate yara artha vada sei arvacina ||82]]

Interpreting the holy name:

Only fleeting pleasures are accrued as a result of performing
fruitive activities recommended in the karma-kanda section of
the Vedas. But by chanting the holy name within the realm of
bhakti, one receives the benedictions which are eternal.

The transcendental glories of the holy name are unlimited.
To give some mundane interpretation on the holy name,
considering it’s glories an exaggeration is an offense.

ei saba aparadha varjane namera krpa

ei paiica aparadha varjibe yatane |
tabe ta namera krpa labhibe sadhane ||83||

These five offenses should be avoided with great care. Only
then can an aspiring devotee attract the mercy of the holy name.
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dharmavratatyagahutadisarva
Subhakriyasamyam api pramadah |
asraddadhane vimukhe’py asrnvati
yas copadesah sivanamaparadhah ||10|| 84|

This verse is explained in the following verses by the Lord.

sarva subha karma prakrta

varnasrama maya dharma dharma $astre yata |
darsa paurnamasi adi tamo maya vrata |85
dandi mundi sannyasadi tyagera prakara |
nitya naimittika homa adira vyapara ||86l|
astanga sad-anga yoga adi subha karma |
sakala-i prakrta tattva ei satya marma |87
upaya riipete tara upeya sadhaya |
na sadhile jada bai kichu ara naya |88l

All mundane pious activities are material:

Mundane pious activities are the duties recommended in
the sections of the scriptures which enunciate varnasrama
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system and its religious practices. There are various systems of
fasting, renunciation by taking sannyasa, living as a mendicant,
performing daily fire sacrifices and the different branches of
yogic practices. These may be considered pious but are factually
not spiritual.

These processes are meant to help a practitioner achieve a
higher goal, but if the aspiration to attain the supreme objective
Krsna is missing, then these processes are nothing but mundane
pious activities.

Sl nama updya upeya
nama kintu aprakrta cinmaya vyapara |
sadhane upaya tattva sadhye upeya sara ||189||

ata eva nama tattva visuddha cinmaya |
jadopaya karma saha samya kabhu naya ||190||

Holy name is the means and the goal at the same time:

Chanting the holy name of Krishna on the other hand, is a
completely transcendental activity.

On the stage of practice or ‘sadhana,’ the holy name is the only
means (upaya) to reach the supreme absolute goal, Krsna. But
when perfection in chanting is attained by chanting the holy
name purely (‘upeya’), then chanting itself becomes the end
(sadhya). Therefore, the holy name and the chanting process
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are both transcendental, supremely spiritual and impossible to
realize through any fruitive, mundane pursuits.

karma jiiana saha nama tulya nahe

karma jiana saha name samya buddhi yatha |
nama aparadha gurutara ghate tatha ||91||

To considering the chanting of the holy name on the same
level as cultivation of material knowledge and performance of
fruitive activities is a serious offense.

avisvasi jane nama upadesa
name ydra visvasa na janmila bhagyabhave |
take nama upadesi aparadha pabe 192
ei dui aparadha sad-guru-krpaya |
bahu yatne chadi bhai nama dhana paya |193||

Instructing the faithless in chanting of the holy name:

Another namaparadha is to instruct persons who, due to
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insufficient piety, have not been able to develop faith in the
holy name.

Only by the mercy of a bona fide spiritual master can one rid
himself of these two formidable offenses. At that time it will
be possible to achieve perfection in chanting.

srute’pi namamahatmye yah pritirahito’dhamah |
aham mamadiparamo namni so’py aparadhakyt ||11][94||

This verse is analyzed in the following verses.

namera mahdatmya saba suni Sastra haite |
tabu tahe rati yara naila kona mate 95|
ahamta mamata buddhi dehete kariya |
labha puja pratisthate rahila majiya |96||
pape rata hana papa chadite na pare |
name yatna kari cesta karibare nare |97

Even after hearing the pristine glories of the holy name from
revealed scriptures, a person may not develop attachment

98



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

for the holy name. This is due to his polluted intelligence,
engrossed in the bodily conception of I and mine, such a
person’s life is dedicated to the pursuits of profit, adoration,
and distinction. Addicted to sinful activities, he cannot give
them up and makes no attempt to chant the holy name even
with a little sincerity.

sadhu sange mati nahe asadhu visaye |
sukha paya viveka vairagya chadaiye ||198||
ei ta namaparadha ghatana tahara |
name ruci nahi paya krsnera samsara (99|
ei dasa aparadha namaparadha haya |
nama dharme badha deya sumangala ksaya [|100||

He has no attraction for saintly association, and prefers the
company of the depraved. He finds pleasure in following the
dictates of his uncontrolled senses, rather than in self-restraint.
His lower nature goads him to commit namaparadha, and he
never develops a taste for chanting the holy name. Thus, he is
debarred from joining the blissful family of Krsna.

These are the ten offenses against the holy name which bar
one from taking full shelter of the holy name and achieving
complete auspiciousness in life.
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sarvaparadha-krd api mucyate hari-samsrayah |
harer apy aparadhan yah kuryad dvipada pamsanah |101||
namasrayah kadacit syat taraty esa sa namatah |
namno hi sarva-suhrdo hy aparadhat pataty adhah ||12[|102||

This Sanskrit verse is explained by the following Bengali
verses.

papa tapa aparadha jivera yata haya |
$ri-hari-samsraye saba sadya haya ksaya [|103||
kalira samsara chadiya krsnera samsara kara
kalira samsara chadi krsnera samsara |
akaitave kare yei aparadha nahi tara ||104]|

All sinful reactions, sufferings and offenses of the jiva are
immediately destroyed as soon as he comes under the shelter
of the Supreme Lord.

At this point, the jiva develops distaste for material existence,
and because he is gradually becoming free from his offenses,
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he joins Krsna’s family of devotees without ulterior motive.

akaitave kare yabe atma-nivedana |
krsna tara puirva papa karena khandana ||105]|
prayascitta karibare tara nahi haya |
diksa matra papa ksaya sarva Sastre kaya [|106l|
niskapate harsasraya kare yei jana |
sarva aparadha tara vinasta takhana ||107||
dara papa tape kabhu ruci nahi haya |
punah papa diire yaya maya kare jaya [|108||

When jiva fully surrenders unto Krsna, without any duplicity,
Krsna deliver him from all sinful reactions. He does not have to
undergo any ritualistic atonement. According to the scriptural
verdict, simply by receiving initiation from a bona fide spiritual
master, he becomes freed from all sinful reactions.

From the moment of sincere surrender, he no longer delights
in sinful, sensual pleasures. The desire to sin becomes further
weakened, and he conquers over maya (illusion).
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seva-aparadha

tabe tara kabhu haya seva aparadha |
sei aparadhe haya bhakti kriya badha |[109|
sadhu sange kare krsna namera asraya |
namasraye seva aparadha nasta haya ||110l]
nama krpa haile jiva sarva suddhi paya |
krsnera nikata giya kare suddha sevara asraya ||111||

Offenses while performing devotional service:

Therealfter, the jiva may accidentally commit some offenses
in the execution of devotional service, known as sevaparadha.
These offenses prevent the supremely purifying process of
devotional service from taking full effect.

To counteract these offenses, one must take the shelter of
the holy name in the association of saintly devotees. By such
shelter, the offenses are mitigated.

The holy name purifies jiva from all sinful reactions and
enables him to render pure devotional service unto Krsna in
His direct association.
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sarvada namaparadha varjaniya

kintu yadi nama aparadha tara haya |
tabe punah adhah pata haibe niscaya ||112||
sarva jiva bandhu nama tanra aparadha |
kona krame ksaya nahe praptye haya badha ||113l]
nama aparadha tyaga bahu yatne kari |
labhe jiva sarva siddhi prapta haya hari |[114||

Offenses to the holy name must always be avoided:

And if inadvertently one commits namaparadha, he certainly
falls down from the spiritual platform.

The holy name is jiva’s greatest well-wishing friend, so any
offense against the holy name can almost never be exonerated.
Hence, one should take extreme care to avoid offenses against
the holy name, and in this way perfect one’s existence by
attaining the lotus feet of Hari.
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evam naradah sankarena krpaya mahyam muninam pararm
proktam nama sukhavaham bhagavato varjyam sada yatnatah
ye jiiatvapi na varjayanti sahasa namaparadhandasa
kruddha mataramapyabhojana parah khidyanti te balavat
11311115
This sloka is explained by the following verses.

ami purve Siva loke sankara-sannidhane |
nama aparadha katha jijadasilama mune |[116|
bahu muni gana madhye sambhu krpa kari |
amaya upadesa kare kailasa upari |[117||
bhagavanera nama sarva jiva sukhavaha |
tate aparadha sarva amangala vaha ||118l|
mangala labhite yara iccha ache mane |
sada nama aparadha varjibe yatane ||119]|

Longago I placed this same question on namaparadha before
Lord Siva in his abode, Sivaloka. There, on Mount Kailasa in
the presence of many great sages, he mercifully instructed me.

The Lord’s holy name is the source of transcendental bliss
for the jiva. Offense against the holy name brings about great
inauspiciousness in life. One who desires the highest benefit
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for himself will carefully avoid namaparadha.

sadhu guru sannidhane bahu dainya dhari |
dasa aparadha tattva labe siksa kari ||120|
aparadha guli yatne janiya tyajibe |
satvare $ri-hari-name prema upajibe ||121]|
nama peye aparadha varjana na kare |
sahasa tahare dasa aparadha dhare ||122||

He humbly approaches his guru and other advanced Vaisnavas
to learn from them how to avoid the ten namaparadhas. Then
he takes extreme care to avoid ten offenses and very soon
he develops attachment for the holy name and comes to the
perfectional stage.

On the other hand, if he is careless after being instructed
about the chanting of the holy name, he might come under
the ominous shadow of the ten offenses.
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aparadha varjana na kariya nama kara mudhata
aparadha bujhiya ye varjane udasina |
tara duhkha nirantara sei arvacina ||123|
maye krodha kari balaka na kare bhojana |
supathya abhave sada klesera bhajana ||124]|
sei riipa aparadha varjana na kari |
nama kare midha nija siva parihari |[125||

One who is complacent about ten offenses in spite of having
a clear understanding of them, such a fool drowns in the
whirlpool of distress. A child who refuses to eat just because
he is angry with his mother, will naturally be malnourished
and susceptible to diseases. In the same way, a fool may chant
while not caring for the offenses but he is just neglecting his
spiritual wellbeing.

aparadha-vimukto hi namni japtam sadacara |
namnaiva tava devarse sarvam setsyati nanyatha ||14(/126]|

This Sanskrit verse is explained in the following verses by
the author.

106



Glories of Thy Wondrous Name

sanat kumara bale ohe devarsi pravara |
niraparadha nama japa sada acara |[127]|
nama vina anya pantha nahi prayojana |
namete sakala siddhi pabe tapo-dhana ||128||
Sanatkumara said, ‘O Devarsi Narada: The proper way to
chant the holy name is by avoiding the ten offenses. There is
no need for any other process of spiritual realization, for the
holy name alone can bring one to the perfectional stage.

sri-narada uvaca—
sanat-kumara priya sahasanam
viveka-vairagya-vivarjitanam |
deha-priyarthatmya-parayananam
uktaparadhah prabhavanti no katham |[15][129]|
Sri Narada’s reply in this verse is explained in the following
verses.
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ohe sanatkumara tumi siddha haridasa |
andyase karile nama rahasya prakasa ||130||

sadhakera namaparadha varjanopaya

sadhaka amara amadera bada bhaya |
aparadha tyage yatna ki riipete haya ||131]|
visaya modera bandhu tahara sahase |
karibe sakala karma baddha maya pase ||132||
viveka vairagya sunya deha priya jana |
artha svariipe mora sada parayana |[133l|
ki ritpe sadhaka mane aparadha dasa |
nahi upajibe taha karaha prakasa ||134l|

O Sanatkumara! You are a topmost devotee of the Supreme
Lord, so you could elucidate the esoteric truth about the holy
name. We are all simply practitioners and we are afraid that
we may not commit offenses.

We are attached to sense gratification and are caught up
in the illusory network of maya. Bereft of intelligence and
discrimination, we are attached to this temporary body and
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its byproducts, our kinsmen.

For us money is sweeter than honey. Pray tell us how we can
root out the slightest possibility of committing the ten offenses.

sri-sanatkumara uvaca—
jate namaparadhe’pi pramadena kathaiicana |
sada sankirtayan nama tad-eka-sarano bhavet ||135||
namaparadha-yuktanam namany eva haranty agham |
avisranta-prayuktani tany evartha-karani ca ||1611136l|

Sri Sanatkumara’s reply is explain in the following verses.

namete Sarandpatti yei ksane haya |
takhana-i namaparadhera sadya haya ksaya ||137]]
tathapi pramade yadi uthe aparadha |
tahate-o bhaktite haiya pade badha |1138l|
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aparadha pramadete haibe yakhana |
nama-sankirtana tabe karibe anuksana ||139||
namete saranagati sudrdha karibe |
anuksana nama bale aparadha yabe ||140||

As soon as a person humbly surrenders to the holy name (the
holy name and Krsna being non-different), all his offenses are
immediately nullified. Yet, if due to negligence, he happens
to commit an offense once again, it jeopardise his progress in
bhakti.

The only way to counteract this offense is to chant
continuously. By such continuous and intensified chanting,
one should augment his surrender to the holy name. Then he
will be relieved of the offense to the holy name.

nama-i updya

name-i namaparadha haibeka ksaya |
aparadha nasite ara kara-o Sakti naya ||1411|

e visaye mila-tattva bali he tomaya |
bujhaha narada tumi vede yaha gaya ||142|

Chanting is the only means:

Chanting is the only way to mitigate the offenses to the
holy name. Other than the holy name, no one else is capable
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of granting relief from these offenses. O Sage Narada, let me
explain you the essential truth about this subject which is
elaborated in the Vedas.

namaikar yasya vaci smarana pathagatar Srotramulam gatam va
suddhari vasuddhavarnam vyavahitarahitam tarayaty eva satyam |
tac ced dehadravinajanatalobhapasandamadhye
niksiptam syan na phalajanakam sighram evatra vipra
11711143l

The verse is explained in the following verses.
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yara mukhe uccarita eka krsna nama |
yahara smarana pathe eka nama guna dhama ||144||
yara srotra mile taha pravesa karibe |
vyavahita rahita haile takhana-i taribe ||145||
vyavabhita ei sabde dui artha haya |
aksarera vyavadhane nama acchadaya 1146
avidyara acchadane prakrta prakasa |
nama nami eka bhave avidya vinasa [|147||
vyavahita rahita haile sSuddha namodaya |
varna-suddhasuddhi-krame dosa nahi haya ||148l|
aprakrta name krsna sarva sakti dila |
kalakala saucasauca name na rahila ||149||
sarva kala sarvavasthaya suddha nama kara |
sarva Subhodaya habe sarvasubha hara ||150||

If the holy name is chanted, remembered or heard even once
without offenses or without being separated, then in a moment
the holy name can liberate anyone.

The word vyavahita (separated, distance) has two meanings
in this context. The holy name is obscured when the syllables
are far apart or if it is chanted partially; secondly, when chanted
in ignorance, one sees only the external, material form of
the holy name. But when the holy name is chanted in full
awareness of Its transcendental nature (i.e. the holy name, and
the possessor of the holy name, the Supreme Lord are one and
the same), then nescience is destroyed.

When these two discrepancies termed vyavahita are removed,
pure name manifests.

There is no fault if diction, voice inflection and pronunciation
are not perfect. In these transcendental names Krsna has
invested all His transcendental energies, and there are no
hard and fast rules for chanting these names. There is no
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consideration of time, place, circumstance or clean or unclean
state for chanting these names.

Simply chant the pure name at all times and under all
circumstances. This is the most auspicious activity and it will
drive away all inauspiciousness.

asat sanga tyaga purvaka nama grahana

emata apurva nama sanga yukta yatha |
sighra subha phala data na haya sarvatha ||151]
deha dhana jana lobha pasanda sanga krame |
vyavahita janme jiva pade maha bhrame [|152||
ata eva sakalera agre sanga tyaji |
ananya sarana laina nama matra bhaji [|153|
nama krpa bale habe pramada rahita |
aparadha dure yabe haibeka hita ||154]|
aparadha mukta hana laya krsna nama |
prema asi nama saha karibe visrama ||155||
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aparadhira nama laksana kaitava niscaya |
se sanga yatane chadi kara namasraya |[156l|

When the sublime name is chanted in the company of
devotees, only then does it give good results quickly but not
otherwise. Due to close contact with atheists and materialists,
the jiva becomes trapped in the illusory conceptions of body;,
wealth, relatives etc. and gives rise to improper or offensive
chanting.

Therefore, his first step towards advancing in Krsna
consciousness should be to disassociate from non-devotees.
Taking complete shelter of the holy name, he should simply
chant. By the mercy of the holy name he becomes delivered
from nescience; his offenses disappear, and he relishes the
transcendental bliss of pure love.

An offensive chanter is invariably deceitful and capricious.
His company should be carefully avoided.

idam rahasyar paramam pura narada sankarat |
srutam sarvasubha-haram aparadha-nivarakam |[157]|
vidur viprabhidhanam ye hy aparadha-para narah |
tesam api bhaven muktih pathanad eva narada ||18]|158l|

Following verses explain the meaning of this verse.
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sanat-kumara bale—ohe devarsi pravara |
piirve Sri-sankara more hana daya para ||159]|
sri-nama-rahasya sarva asubha nasana |
aparadha nivaraka kaila vijiiapana ||160||
aparadha para jana visnu nama jani |
patha karile-i mukti labhe iha mani ||161||

Sanatkumara said, O best of the sages Narada, Lord Siva,
showing great compassion, revealed the mysteries of the holy
name to me. This transcendental knowledge at once dissipates
all misgivings and mitigates all offenses.

Even those who are offensive can achieve liberation simply
by chanting these transcendental names of the Lord.
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nama rahasya patala pracara

ohe svariipa rama raya e nama rahasya

patala yatane pracara karibe avasya ||162||
kalite jivera nahi anya pratikara |

nama rahasyete para haibe samsara ||163||

piirve mufii Siksastake ye tattva kahila |
ebe vyasa-vakye taha punah dekhaila ||164||

yatane rahasya patala pracaribe sabe |

sarva ksana alociya nama labe tabe [|165]|

Svartpa Damodara! Ramananda Raya! It is imperative that
you propagate the esoteric truth about the holy name with
great care. The conditioned souls in Kali-yuga have no means
of redemption other than to chant the holy name, realizing
fully its superexcellent glories.

This transcendental knowledge, as revealed by Vyasadeva in
these verses, was explained by me earlier in the form of the
Siksastaka. Please broadcast this transcendental science far and
wide, always discuss the wondrous glories of the holy name
and chant incessantly.

namdcarya thakura haridasera anugatye $ri nama bhajana

prthivira siromani chila haridasa |
ei nama rahasya saba karila prakasa ||166|
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pracarila acarila ei nama dharma |
namera dcarya haridasa jana marma ||1671

haridasera anugata haiya $ri nama |
bhajibe ye jana sei nitya siddha kama ||168l|

Chant under the tutelage of Haridasa Thakura:

When it comes to chanting, the topmost devotee is Srila
Haridasa Thakura, and it was he who propagated the
transcendental science of the holy name. He practiced what he
preached and hence he is the acarya or the ordained minister
of the holy name. Whoever chants the Lord’s name following
in his footsteps, will soon achieve the perfectional stage of
pure love.
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Since time immemorial, in every continent and in every major
organized and pagan religion, followers have used a string of beads
to chant repetitive, uplifting sonic phrases to help create a sense of
calm and purpose in life. Most common among these phrases are
the ones that refer to names of God and chanting of these names is
probably the single most important religious practice that cuts
across all religion, culture and civilization lines.

Names of God, known as Holy Names, is a form of addressing God
present in liturgy or prayer of various world religions. This has been
established as most common spiritual practice in Western and
Eastern spiritual practices. A number of traditions have lists of many
names of God which enumerate His various qualities. The Quran
contains the Ninety-nine Names of Allah. Judaism refers to 72
Divine Names and Mahabharata text contains a thousand names of
Vishnu.

There are scriptural references for that in all religions because every
genuine religious tradition in the world teaches that God’s names
are holy and meant to be glorified.
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